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CONSTANT
Tell of the Re-
treat from

Mati.
FOR FIRST TIME
Declarations to
Public Through
This Paper.

DEFENCE OF PRINCE.
He Declares He Gave

No Orders to
Retreat.

"MY HEART WAS BROKEN"

Prince Grieves at the Rout,
t a. rt. j j. a 1L
dui nau iu Aoaiiuun

Larissa.

GEN. SMOLENSK! IS INDIGNANT.

Boldly Tells the Journal CommissionerThat Constant in e
Was at Fault.

HE WEPT WHEN FALLING BACK.

Was Making a Good Fight and Could
Hardly Believe He Was Ordered

to Quit His Position.

>^ROWN PRINCE CON-

|STANTINE, CommandVer-in-Chief of the Greek
arm}', ana uenerai smolenski,

the officer whose brave and

auccessful defence of Velestino has
made him the most popular leader
In the Greek army, have taken ad-

vantage of the world-wide publicityof the Journal's columns to ex-

plain to a wondering world the
fiasco at Mati and Larissa

While General Smolenski's army
was bravely and successfully hold- >

Jng the Reveni Pass, leading from
the plains of Grecian Thessaly into
the Turkish plains of Damasi,
against the Moslem horde, and dux'ingthe ferocious battle that was

hpincr fnup-ht at Bouediese. hard bv
o "O o

Reveni, the order came from the
rear for the Greek army to retreat.
The Greeks had been more than
holding their own, and when the
order reached General Smolenski
he was astounded. He protested,
but in vain. The order was given
to other officers and spread through
the ranks, and Smolenski, seeing
the army becoming rapidly disorganized,repeated formally the
order to retreat. Begun at Mati,
the retreat, which was made from
there in nerfect order, became al-
most a panic by the time the troops
'reached Larissa.

There the further order was is-
sued from the Crown Prince's staff
headquarters for the whole army to
fall back upon Pharsala.
Thereupon panic, it was declared,

spread throughout the army, and
the retreat to Pharsala developed
into a wild, indiscriminate flight, in
which women and children were

tramped upon by the frightened ]
soldiers, the latter even turning and
firing during the night upon their
comrades, the alarm having been 1

given that Turks were upon them. ]
Dozens of different versions of 1

the affair have been cabled, guessed
_j _1_J J 1_ 1

at ana auvariceu uy corresponaents <

who were in the van of the flight, 1

and in all of these accounts it i

seemed to be taken for granted that ]
Crown Prince Constantine had 1

given the fateful order, and that he

INK AMt;

Genetal Smclenski, t
General Smolenski, whose victory

him the popular idol of the Greeks, t
respondent with the Greek army at
retreat to Pharsala and inferentially
Constantine and the inefficiency of t
depted to Mr. S. Vlasto, editor of th
above portrait.
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iCopyright, 1897,
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V General Smolenski, who Is i

was indignant over the rout

"How did all this come al

a retreat without an excuse,

proached with cowardice. They were t

at Reveni for five days against tremen

lieve me, it was blundering on the p£

drove them into a panic.
"How are men to fight if they lose

attack the fallen, but you were there,
ment of an impartial witness.

Men Not D
"They say the army was dishearten

go ahead anywhere, but how were they
treat without defeat? Our soldiers a

always ahead, but want to see all the c

troops we led.Dimopoulo, Jannicosta i

were the very same; but then we did j

never would compel us to retreat."

"But," I asked, "who gave orders fc

"I may tell you whom the order ca

refused to believe it. I waited, and a s

I began to understand what fault had

would be the consequences if I refused

order, and when the third came, insh

announcing that no troops were left ni

uiuugiiL vmy ui tsavuig IUI Liic uuuiiuj

Inside the Turkish frontier.

A Feffec
"Our retreat was in perfect order. I

slightest confusion. We marched bad

our hopes blighted, a province lost ai

army. We were depressed, no doubt, 1

our brave army had been betrayed, am

to repair the mischief. Now we are he

"I am here to defend Volo. The T

fend I will die hard, I can tell you. I

oannot do it alone. I ought to be help
the staff and Prince at Pharsala, but
"When the army is completely refor

with the fleet, and hope to be more sui

"We hfive few friends, and apprecii
America that they need not despair as

ship by acting up to the hardly-earned

had done so through cowardice.
The Turks were greatly aston-

isned at tne retreat, and J^arissa
was deserted two days before EdhemPasha occupied the city with
lis army.

It remained for the Journal to
Dbtain the facts in the story of the
"etreat. Onlv from the oerson held

J X

esponsible for the disaster and the
person who was ordered to retreat
were these facts to be obtained,
rhese were the Crown Prince him-

SMOLENSK)

he Greek Army Hero.
at Velestlno over the Turks has made
ells Franklin Bonillon, the Journal corVelestino,the causes of the disastrous
lays the blame for it on Crown Prince
he Prlnne's sfn ff The .Tonrna.l is in-

e Greek newspaper Atalantis, for the

in Bouillon.
by W. R. Hearst.)
ave had an interesting interview with

low the hero of the Greek people. He

of the Greeks at Matl. He said:

lout? It v/as a panic without a reason,

Those troops at Mati must not be rehesame as those with which we fought !

dous odds and still made headway. Beirtof the staff, and nothing else, that

confidence in their leaders? I will not

and I am ready to stand by the judg- '

'isheaftened.
ed. Nonsense! The men were ready to

to understand a policy of continual rerelike the French. They want to go
i ~T fV»o

uiiuci © ttiwap in ni.tr icau, jl n*v,

ind myself.from Reveni and Boughese,
30 ahead, and our men knew the Turks

>r your retreat?"
me from. From Prince Constantlne. I

econd and more pressing order followed,
been committed. I saw, however, what

to obey, and disregarded the misjudged
3ting on an immediate withdrawal and

TT «11 o. r> ~A
jl lli \jl juaiiooa, JL DAW clxl WAD 1UOV, lliu

ir the brave corps that had followed me

t Retreat.
Nothing was lost, and there was not the
k with our eyes full of tears. We saw

nd a shadow cast on the honor of our

jut on our way to Pharsala we thought
d hoped that our energy would allow us

ire to try to do It.
nrlrn must nnaa nvAr ma tn raor»H Vnln

should prefer marching on Larlssa, but
ed. There should be combined action of

those people are slow.

med at Pharsala, then we will combine

ccessful.

ate them the more. Tell our friends in

yet. We mean to deserve their friendreputationof our country."

self and General Smolenski. The
Journal offered to these, through
two of its correspondents at the
front.John Bass at Pharsala and
Franklin Bouillon, at Veslestino.
the great publicity of its columns
for statements which would clear
up the matter and give to the world
the facts in an incident which was

to become historic.
The Crown Prince, at Pharsala,

expressed himself pleased at the opContlnuedon Second. Paste,

[TO THE JOURNAL.
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Grown Prince Gonstantine of Greece,
Crown Prince Constantine, Commander-in-Chief of the Greek army, has

i v, 1 . ,-1 +Viq ^icaatrmia rptrenf nf thp CJ-rppUs from
ueeil Uiii ccci v rui,y uiauicu j.ui v* w

Larlssa and its neighborhood. John Bass, the Journal's correspondent with
the Greek army at Pharsala, has offered the Prince the columns of the
Journal in which to state the exact circumstances of the retreat, and the

Prince has gladly availed himself of the opportunity, declaring that, though
he was not at fault, he took the whole responsibility, and averring that the
wisdom of the army taking up its position at Pharsala would later be
Rhnwn

By John Bass.
(Copyright, 189T, by W. R. Hearst.)

PRSALA, May 4..I have just had the honor of a conversation
with His Royal Highness, Crown Prince Constantine, commanderin-chiefof the Greek army. The Prince is now staying with his staff

in a very plain house, which may still be considered a palace in Phar?ala.

It stands just outside the town on the slope of the mountains which surround

a magnificent plain, In which for a second time the fate of a country will

perhaps be settled in a few days.
In the distance you can see battalions of the Greek army, a black mass on

the green fields. They are the men I saw at Mati fighting so gallantly
tiif Turks. Poor fellows. I did not think that we should meet them

here when the campaign had opened so well.

"When I last had the honor of seeing your Royal Highness," said I to the

Prince, "I little thought events would take such a disastrous turn. Our hopes
have been sadly deceived, and the friends of Greece are at a loss to explain how

or why the forces of the country were suddenly withdrawn from the frontier,

leaving the country open to the Turks."

The Prince's Statement,
"I am well aware," His Highness answered, "that our decision has been

very adversely criticised in Greece and elsewhere. Still, as chief of the army,

x mean to taite me iuu respoujuuim^ iui an maL uao uccu uuuc, uu>. ab

same time I am happy that an opportunity is given me to contradict false and

absurd stories now going about as regards the part I played at Larissa.

"You have seen the way our troops fought in the few days the campaign
lasted. I was in the front, as was my duty, and I may say that the idea never

crossed my mind that a retreat was necessary. They now reproach me for

having given orders to leave our positions. You are at liberty to declare that

no such order was even penned by me. J. Know our somiers too wen ana was

always In favor of going ahead.

Gave Ofdefs to Go Forward.
"I felt, and I still hold the same opinion, that we could stand our ground.

The truth is, all my orders to the commanders of forces might be summed up

in two words: 'Push forward!'

"However, those in command, upon their own responsibility and for reasonsI cannot discuss, ordered the retreat from Mati and Derelia. When once I

was confronted with the fact that a retreat had been ordered and actually was

proceeding, I took it upon me to leave Larissa and bring back the army to

Pharsala. where we should occupy a practically impregnable position.
"Yes, I take the full responsibility of the order. I was absolutely convinced

that a retreating army could not be trusted to re-form in the open plain in

which Larissa is situated.

Cannot Be Blamed.
"They blame me now because it has been learned that the Turkish army

waited two days before venturing to occupy the town, but how is a general
to reckon on the slowness of his adversary's movements? Who could imagine
that Edhem would thus waste time? And was It not more natural to expect the

Turkish cavalry would surround the town in a few hours, thus cutting off all

retreat and oblinging our army to surrender?

"My duty as chief of the army was to secure the safety of the country, to

guard it against any surprise. When time has passed over these events and people
can judge coolly, I still believe my action will be considered as the wisest

that could have been taken under the circumstances.

"Certainly, my heart broke when I realized that I must abandon Larlssa to

its fate. However, we did what we had to do."

"But now that events have driven you to bring- baok your army," I said to

wis mgnness, may 1 asa wnetner you expect tne war to continue r

The Gfeeks righting Bravely.
"You have seen," His Highness answered, "ho v our soldiers have been

Continued on Second Pai re* _ /
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NOBLESSE
A FIERY

Two Hundred o

tocracy Peris!
ing Ba

i! !_ tti
rans rmuaing in vv

Is Held Buri
Twelve J

Panic Follows the Ala
Trampled Under Fc

Falls on a Stru^
Paris, May 4..One hundred blackened, o

almost unrecognizable corpses are lying to- I

night In the Palais de l'lndustrle. At least h
100 Incinerated bodies are beneath the a

smoking ruins of a building In the Rue f

Jean-Goujon, and 250 badly burned people
are In hospitals. Many of them are expectedto die. 6

This terrible loss of life occurred In a f
Are which broke out at 4 o'clock this af- t
ternoon in a crowded charitable bazaar In ,

the Rue Jean-Ooujon, at which the Duchess t
d'Uzes and other well-known patronesses i
were present. T

The flames were first discovered above a

the stall occupied by the Duchess d'Uzes a

while the place was densely crowded with E

well known society people, the holding of s

the bazaar In the cause of charity being s

Duchesse
It was In the booth over which this t

sided that the terrible fire started yester
sons Injured.

an annual function presided over by the
leaders of Parisian society.

Terrible Tanic Caused.
A terrible panic and crush followed the

alarm of Are. There was a wild rush for

the exits, and the weaker persons were

trampled on after having been knocked
down In the stampede. The Inflammable
nature of the building and its contents

caused the flames to spread with great ranlrlltvnnfl In n verv short time the hnr.nnr

was a mass of flames.
One of the best descriptions of what occurredin the building after the fire broke

out is given by Miss "Elsie Bushbeck, of

Philadelphia, who. with the Misses Hawthornand Dreher, was one of the few who

escaped, although not unscathed. Miss
Bushbeck said:
"I was a saleswoman at Booth No. 15,

close to the place where the fire originated.
I arrived at ten minutes past four with

my friends. We left our wraps and hats
in the cloakroom and went to my booth,
where four nuns presided. In the booth
were three blind girls working, one read-

lug me unuu mpuauei, me uiuer wnmig

and the third makiDg brushes.
"The lady presiding over that section of

the bazaar told me I need not hurry, but
that It would be all right if I came a little
later. I started to look around the bazaar
and stopped at a lottery wheel, where I
won a bunch of asparagus. Just then, happeningto turn around, I saw and called my
vfriends' attention to a dicker In tka Mtuer

DIE IN 11
FURNACE.
f France's Arishin a Blazito n v*
Luaai

hich a Fancy Fair
is Down in
4inutes.

rm of Fire.Women
>ot.Blazing Roof
ygling Crowd.

f the wall about fifteen yards away,
lardly had I done so when a gentleman belndme cried: 'Fire, ladles; hasten out,'
na pusnea me toward tne aoor ratner, Dut

ortunately for me, roughly.
Kept Her Wits About Her.

"As this was my second experience under
uch circumstances, I advised my two
riends to raise their skirts In the front so

hey would not stumble over them. W©

vere then Just stepping on the first of

hree steps leading out of the building.
Cuming my head to look back, I Aw the
vhole place in flames. At my left I caught
glimpse of an old lady emerging from an

tdjacent door and saw her stumble on her
I&1JTU JLUe 11CA L lUISiajJl VlUitC incuvj ycjiionsplied on top of her. I crossed the
street and turned round to face the tire.

: d'Uzes.
eeli-known society leader of Paris preday.The Duchess was among the perbut

already the heat was so intense that
It scorched me and I was obliged to raise

my hands to protect my face.
"When the roof fell in with a tterrifflc

crash certainly not more than five minutes
had elapsed from the first alarm. Such was

the intensity of the heat that I saw aflre1
horses were badly singed. Out of the pile
of persons who fell near the door none was

saved. All were burned In a moment. Of
the nuns at my booth two were saved, and
one blind girl. The burned visitors were

for the most part ladles most gorgeously
dressed."

Fife Burned Swiftly.
Before the firemen had time to arrive

the roof of the bazaar crushed In, burying
numbers of those who had been unable to

escape from the building. Very soon after
the alarm was given assistance was nurriedto the burning bazaar and effective

help was rapidly organized between the

firemen and the policemen.
The police officers from the Palais de

l'lndustrie strove energetically to release

the victims from the burning building, but

every door was jammed with struggling
womej, shrieking in mad terror, while
from fflfce inside came piercing cries of de-

spalfc,
AM%ough an alarm was sent out with

reasonable promptness, the whole wooden
structure was blazing before the firemen
could approach the bazaar, and when they
were within a short distance of it the roof


